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AIL noble Strap, ambitious trav'ler hail! 
To thee my muſe ſhall conlecrate her tale, 
When with amaze ſhe ſaw thee upward fly, 


And cleave thy paſſage thro the murky ſky, 
She caught the ftrain, and in heroic verſe, 


Learnt thy exalted praiſes to rehearſe. 


Ye gentle nymphs who grac'd thole noted days, 
Which crown'd the hero with unfading bays ; 
Will ye but deign to ſmile upon my theme, 

A high reward your favor I ſhall deem 
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But chiefly thou, O Truth, thou goddeſs bright, 
Clad in the radiance of immortal light ! 
Do thou attend, and aid my feeble ſong. 
Io chee my pen, and all my pow'rs belong. 
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But hold! I hate this formal invacation ; 

I think my ſubje& cloath'd in plain narration 
Will ſuit much better, both for wiſe and ſimple, 
From witty Job, to John without a dimple. 


Come then plain Truth! and in a downright way, 
Gay what thou know'ſt, and none ſhall dare gainſay; 
Tell how one fool made many thouſands more, 

A ſimple foul which learned Oxford bore. 


The morn arrives, the inauſpicious morn, 
Oh Strap! how oftthy wiſh thou'dt ne'er been born, 
When thy poor bowels grumbling for a vent, 
Riv'd their dark cloſe concealing continent. 


Tag-rag and bob-tail grac'd th'appointed day, 
Papa with Miſs dreſs'd up as fine as May ; 
Mamma, and Couſin too, who all remember 

The firſt of April happen'd in December. 


Ihe dulky tribes from greaſy ſhops ſwarm forth, | 


Thick as of old Barbarians from the north, 
Who o'er the empire fell deſtruction ſpread, 
And daſh'd in ruin Rome's exalted head. 


Here fay, O Strap! The ſtrange hermetic art 
Did' the wing'd god himſelf to thee impart? 
Or from the famous fountain of all knowledge, 
Didi thou, vile theft! ſteal all thy art from college? 
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When thy great hands the menial baſon bore, 
What firſt induc'd the love of chemic lore? 
Did foapy bubbles Air Balloons ſupply, 
And teach thy ſoaring mind to mount the ſky? 


Bleſt Birmingham, the nurſery of parts, 
Where ſcience dwells, and each mechanic art, 
Supported by the ſons of genius reigns, 

And Hutton thro? the land thy fame maintains. 


But till more bleſs'd when Strap and Sadler 
came, | 
To eaſe each pocket, and exalt their fame; 
For this aſide did Strap his razor lay, 
For this our Sadler threw his kniſe away. 


Oh! happy Sadler, well thou went | to Dover, 
Or elſe, perchance, thy jaunt had all been over; 
When thro' the air the weighty brickbats flew, 
The vulgar vengeance might have fall'n on you: 
Whilſt chemic art in vain eſſay d to raiſe, 

The floating bubble of acrial praile. 

What efferveſcence ! what decrepitation! 
Amongſt the mob! what dreadful intonation! 
Urg'd on by diſappointment now they rife, 
And ſend their murmurs to the diſtant ſkies. 


Trinket, who faw the mob's ungovern'd rage, 
Nimbly ſtep'd forth their murmurs to aſſuage, A 
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His int'reſt prompt him, tho' oppreſs'd with fear, 
Clad in the conſequence of overſeer ; 

He claim'd attention: and the gaping crowd 

In juſtice thought his claim ſhould be allow'd. 
Trinket began, with reverential bow, 
Addreſſing them, Good Sirs! you know as how 
This ſad miſcarriage never was intended, 
In a ſhort time the blunder ſhall be mended ; 
Our ſpirits we have found are quite too weak, 
*© Beſides the brick-bats did ſome bottles break. 
© When the moon gilds the ev'ning with her ray, 
«© Tho' diſappointed on this luckleſs day; 
Ihen ſhall friend Strap majeſtically riſe, 

* And dare the terrors of th' inclement ſkies. 
Let each look ſharp, and put his glaſſes on, 
«© My ſhop can well ſupply you that have none; 
*© The want of them, perhaps too late, may ſhew it, 
Off he may go, and none of you may know it.” 
He ſpake ; but not content, the liſt'ning croud 
Thought that he humm'd them, and began aloud 
To curſe balloon projectors, and their imps, 
Juſt as my lord, or duke, might curſe his pimps. 


Now uproar rol'd around, the mob commix'd 
With gentlefolk, —thy fate had then been f1x'd ; 
Had not the fly hermetic deity, 
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Amidſt the dread confuſion pitied thee, 
And under cover, with thy choſen friend 
Snatch'd thee away, — perhaps thy latter end 


Had 
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Had then arriv'd ; the lovely virgin's tear 
Might then have wet thy hapleſs ſimple bier. 


In chamber pent our hero mourn'd his fate; 
And ſympathizing Trinket ſcratch'd his pate, 
Till favour'd by the darkneſs of the night, 

In hackney coach they took their fearful flight. 


Now cloſe arrang'd in terrible array, 
Planks for their batt'ring rams they force their way; 
With ſturdy ſtrokes the mob attack the wall, 
The coop'd up foes would not their victims fall; 
Undaunted they return the herce attack; 
Firſt they advance, but happy to get back 
To their retreat, tho' overwhelm'd with dread, 
Return'd bricks, boards, and ſtones,e'en asthey fled. 
So noble Ajax, once renown'd in fight, 
Oppreſs'd by legions with ſuperior might; 
Reluctant from the bloody field withdrew, 
Look'd back and grinn'd, and cen retreating flew. 


"Twas then a mediator of great worth, 
To 1econcile the parties ventur'd forth; 
P by name, a man of kind demean, 
Peace, was the ſubject of the good man's theme: 
Accurs'd the hand that level'd at his head, 
From which the miſhve vengeance cruel ſped, | 
And bleſs'd be fate, which gave a ſcull ſo thick, 
Impervious or to murd'rous ſtone or brick. 
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And now, bchold, a truſty choſen band, 
Each with the ſtaff of office in his hand: 
„ Theſe thall repel the vile intruders force, 
„ Shall top their lawleſs and ontrageous courſe; 
% Each one ſhall chaſe a thouſand-mine's the taſk, 
„ Grant me the gen'ralſhip, tis all I alk.” 
So ſpake aloud the mighty King of Clubs, 
Who tho perhaps he's felt a thouſand rubs ; 
Yet hard was rubb'd, and ſounded a retreat, 
Himſelf, and all his forces, ſorely beat. 


The walls had now been level'd to the ground, 
Nor had each bold defender quarter found ; 
But fee a youth ſtands up to read the law, 
His rev'rend mien diffus'd a gen'ral awe ; 
By civil fear the crowd at length impreſs'd, 
Silence ſucceeds, the tumult finks to reſt: 
At eve cach wight returns in deep chagrin, 
And Strap ſleeps ſafe in unmoleſted fkin. 


So have I ſeen old Ocean heave his head, 
And ſhake the ſtouteſt mariner with dread; 
Wave rolls on wave to meet the low'ring ſky, 
Thro the thick gloom the forked lighinings fly; 
Now Boreas ſhuts his direful puffing mouth, 
And the wind changes from the north to ſouth; 
Jack Tar again reſumes his cheering can, 

And whiſtles till a torm comes on again. 
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OW better ſcenes await our noble Strap, 
And gentler fate makes up for each miſhap, 
Six days had pafſed ; mean while his courage grew, 
The ſev nth expos'd the wond'rous man to view. 


Dull was the morn, the ground with ſnow was 
dreſs'd ; 
The duſky tribes again in thouſands preſs'd : 
Midſt dirt and ſplaſhing, belles and beaux were 
ſeen, 
Umbrellas crouded from the rain to ſcreen. 
Tho' wet, perchance, and miſrably bemir'd, 


With expeQation ev'ry brealt was fir'd. 
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Oh, Sol! how could'ſt thou thus in pimping 
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Recaule thou wiſh'dR forſooth to ſpoil the ſport, 


Creep into clouds, and give ſuch duſky weather, 
When the expeQant tribes were brought together. 


Say then! each gentle, and each charming maid, 
When ye the well remember'd youth furvey'd; . 
What foft cbmmotiors ſeiz'd vour lovely breaſts; 
How hard the wiſh to fly was then repreſs'd. 
Prudence herſelf could icarce then diſapprove, 
The warm ambition almoſt bold to love. 


Say not! ill natur'd lying Madam Fame, 
His color chang'd ; I ſaw 'twas iti!l the ſame: 
While o'er his cheek the glowing rouge was ſpread, 
How. could the white ſucceed the ſteady red? 


Now he aſcends aloft, and chemic art, 
(Thanks to good friends!) at laſthath done its part, 
Quick thro” the miſty air, beyond the ken 
Of gaping thouſands, —who go home again. 


Tothefam'd place 'twixt air, and earth, and ſeas, 
Where, from ambroſia, Jove retires for eaſe, 
Of which, in Dunciad, Pope is found to write; 
"Twas here our hero took his loſiy flight: 
Here mounted on his ſav'ry wooden throne, 
The ancient fire of all he found alone; 
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Petitions ſcatter'd on the floor were ſeen, 
Some to his kingihin, ſome to Juno queen. 


In filence Scrap preſents his written pray'r, 
© That he miz!1t have ſome caſtle in the air, 
„Where he might live, and rule as ſov'reign 
lord, 
„And by aerial aſſes be ador'd.” 


Jove ſmil'd to read this ſtrange and dtoll re- 
queſt, «1; 
And thus th'aſpiring traveller addrels'd. 


* Advent'rous youth! what urg'd thy diſtant 
flight, 
++ Beyond the finite ken of human fight ? 
gSeeſt thou yon filver orb men call the moon? 
{© Thither now ſpeed thee with thy Air Balloon: 
„There dwells a man remark'd for length of 


bear d, 

© Of him, no doubt, from childhood thou haſt 
heard, 

Him ſhave;—let nought thy ſpeedy courſe re- 
tard, 


And he with moonſhine ſhall thy {kill reward: 

{© But firſt, —thy {range petition now I grant, 

A caſtle in the air, thou nc'er ſhalt want; 

„ Ichor cœleſtial, ſeals thy mortal ſuit,“ 

He ſpake, as from his awful bum he drew't * 
| ow 
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No rapid thro' the mighty blue expanſe, 
Full on the lunar orb our hero lands, 
»Twas here he met the wond'rous ancient man, 
And as he op'd his ſhaving box began. 
„To ſcrape thy beard, for ſo great Jove or- 

dains, | 

„ And ſays you'll well reward me for my pains, 
*© I come; nor can my ſtay from earth be long, 
„I' quickly do it, tho' your beard be ſtrong,” 
Pleas d he comply'd, and ſoon the job was o'er, 
And lure it is, he ne'er was ſhav'd before. 


A curious bag of moonſhine now he brings, 
Which being light, into the car he flings. 
This as Jove ſaid, and know I Jove regard, 

„ This bag friend Strap! I give as thy reward, 

©*© On earth you'll find much uſe for its contents, 
«© Twill ſerve as matter for advertiſements :; 

*« Let printers have it ſor a paper puff, 

They know the value of the precious Ruff.” 
This ſaid, he took his leave, and Strap deſcends, 
And in the land of pots his voyage ends. 


But here how ſain would I forego the taſk, 
Which ſure a nobler pen than mine muſt aſk : 
To fing the triumph of that glorious day, 

No common mule ſhould er aſſume the Jay. 
When in majeſtic pomp our hero rode, 
And Trinket ſhone a ſecondary God. 


When 
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When blooming Thais: (ceaſe your vulgar 
laughter) | | x; 
In a poſt chaiſe and two came rolling after. 


Trumpets behind, which might have gone before, 
Increas'd the muſic of the vulgar roar, 


And the long Hudibraſtic cavalcade, 
Proclaim'd the gen'ral joy which Strap had made. 


When hireling aſſes drew the mighty man, 
And noble Trinket grac'd his great right hand : 
What ſplendor cloath'd the lovely king of 

hearts: 
Transfix'd by Cupid with a thouſand darts; 
Each female ſigh'd, and through each tender 
frame, 


Soft tumults ran, at Strap's enchanting name. 


Nor could each youth who thought he had a 


mule, 
The i-r:ving tribute of the day refuſe. 
The r1nor bards now caught ſuperior fire, 
And gave a ſtrain or two to ſuit the lyre. 


O pious Beth'lem open wide thy gates, 
For ſee a num rous croud of crazy pates, 
Confuſion in their looks, and wild diſmay, 
Seiz'd by the dreadful mania of the day ; 
Claim thy protection, till the fit is o'er, 
And realon re- aſſumes her wonted pow'r, 


When 
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Men Gailivign the air great fleets are ſeen, 
And matrimonial flights to Gretna Green; 
Then ſhalt thou Strap n.thy rule above, 
So Fate „ and ſo _ Aa Jove. 
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TIATNTII ATI Como diæ ſex; or, the Six Comedies of Fe- 
, rence, with the following Lmprovements ; In a Method, which, 


